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(54) DRIVER CIRCUIT 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent deterioration or destruction due to an 
overcurrent by controlling the base of the 1 st stage transistor 
(TR) in response to a current flowing to a detection TR having a 
base, emitter common region smaller than the area of a base- 
emitter junction region of an output stage TR. 
CONSTITUTION: If an overcurrent is caused at an output due 
to short-circuit of a load, since a base potential of an NPN TR 
12 at the output stage rises, an NPN TR 1 7 for overcurrent 
detection is turned on. Thus, a voltage drop of a resistor 19 is 
increased, a PNP TR 18 is turned on and then an NPN TR 20 
for control is also turned on. Since the base level of the NPN 
TR 13 at the 1st stage is lowered, the overcurrent flowing to 
the NPN TR 1 2 at the output stage is suppressed. 
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